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have already seen that so far as the worker goes, where there
is centralization he becomes powerless and is liable to be
exploited, whether by the capitalist or by a totalitarian
State. On the other hand, in a decentralized economy the
worker is by comparison his own master. Therefore in
such an economy the chances for exploitation of the worker,
and therefore for violence, are considerably minimised.
Similarly as between nations, a decentralized economy
based on cottage industries is the surest way of establishing
peace and putting an end to violence in the form of im-
perialism and war. We know to our cost that highly
industrialized nations seek to control colonial countries in
order to obtain raw materials from them and to dump
finished goods on them. Large-scale production is impos-
sible without a steady supply of raw materials on the one
hand, and sure markets on the other. Hence industrialized
countries seek to build up empires and hold weaker
nations in subjection; and as no nation voluntarily submits
to domination by another the process is effected by force
and violence. Nor is this all. As nations advance in indus-
trialization they look upon each other with envy. Each
covets for himself the possessions of the other, or wishes to
strengthen itself by bringing under its sphere of influence
whatever colonial country it can. This at once provokes
war, each bloodier and more destructive than the one pre-
vious, and threatens mankind with complete annihilation.
If this is what centralized production has led us to, is it not
far better to turn away from large-scale manufacture?
Gandhiji therefore recommends a decentralized economy,
where self-sufficient village units will produce to meet their
own primary requirements and consume as far as possible
only what they themselves produce* When each such unit
produces just sufficient for its own needs, and not more,
there will be no incentive for imperialism and war. Paci-
fists all the world over have been clamouring for peace,
without troubling thus to isolate and to root out the cause
of war, Gandhij i's contribution lies in his clear percep-
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